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PURPOSE: The purpose of this policy is to:

Create a procedure, in accordance with North Carolina General Statute 160A-81.1, to
allow members of the public to address the Village of Pinehurst Council.

POLICY: The Village of Pinehurst Village Council is committed to allowing members of
the public an opportunity to offer comments and suggestions to the Village Council for
the efficient and effective administration of government. In addition to public hearings,
special time is set aside for receiving such comments and suggestions. All comments
and suggestions addressed to the Council during Public Comment Periods shall be
subject to the following procedures:

*Dr‘o ed +his © A Public Comment Period will be held at the beginning of each regular Council
PP meeting. The comment period will be limited to a maximum of thirty (30) minutes.

e Persons who wish to address the Council during this Public Comment Period will
register on a sign-up sheet available on a table inside the entrance door to
Assembly Hall indicating contact information and topic. A sign-up sheet will be
available beginning thirty (30) minutes before the start of the meeting. No one will
be allowed to have his/her name placed on the list by telephone request to
Village Staff.

If the thirty (30) minutes allocated to the Public Comment Period have not
expired after the individuals who have registered have spoken, individuals who
fail to register before the meeting may speak. If time remains, the Mayor, or
presiding officer, will ask if any other persons wish to address Council. An
individual wishing to speak should raise his or her hand. After being recognized,
the individual should state his or her name, address, and the topic to be
addressed.

» Speakers will be acknowledged by the Mayor, or other presiding officer, in the
order in which their names appear on the sign-up sheet. Speakers will address
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the Council from the lectern at the front of the room and begin their remarks by
stating their name and address.

e FEach person signed up to speak will have three (3) minutes to make his/her

added Ver*b'mjﬂ remarks.
%D‘““’Pﬁed +his e If the time period runs out before all persons who have signed up get to speak,

those names will be carried over to the next Public Comment Period at the next
regularly scheduled Village Council meeting.

o Speakers who have prepared written remarks or supporting documents are
encouraged to leave a copy of such remarks and documents with the Village
Clerk.

Kept and piade e |tems that are scheduled to be the subject of public hearings conducted at the
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same meeting shall not be discussed during the Public Comment Period.

e Public comment is not intended to require the Village Council or Staff to answer
any impromptu questions.

Speakers should address all comments to the Council as a whole and not to
individual Councilmembers or the assembled public.

» Comments, questions, or jeering from the audience are not allowed. Speakers
[ shall likewise not address or respond to members of the audience.

e Speakers must be respectful and courteous in their remarks and must refrain
from personal attacks and the use of profanity.

o Information sheets outlining this Public Comment Policy will also be available in
the sign-in area of Assembly Hall.

Approved by:

John C. Strickland, Mayor Date

Resolution # 20- 05
Village Council, Resolution Date
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